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Causes of Russia's Increasing Role in the Middle East
Geopolitics after 2011
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Abstract

For more than a decade, especially since the popular uprisings in the Middle East in
2011, Russia has emerged as an active trans-regional power in the Middle East and
North Africa. The adoption of such a role and approach has been particularly noticeable
in Russian foreign policy since Putin's presidency. Russia's most important presence can
be seen in the Syrian issue in 2015, during which Moscow played an active role in the
developments in West Asia, and this trend has continued in the region. The present study
has tried to answer the question using descriptive-analytical method and library and
internet collection tools that: The most important factors in increasing the role of Russia
after the 2011 developments in the Middle East in the last decade Which ones? In
response to the main question of the research, the hypothesis is raised that the increasing
role of Russia in the form of supra-regional and intervening power in the Middle East
and North Africa in order to create a balance of power with multifaceted characteristics
- multiplicity in the power structure of the international, geopolitical and security system.
In the Middle East after the 2011 unrest, in the absence of Moscow in the Syrian crisis,
the balance of power in the structure of the international system and the components of
power at the regional level (resources, allies / partners, spheres of influence) would be
dominated by the West and the United States. Also, Russia's strong presence in the
Middle East has been carried out under the influence of security, political and economic
contexts and stimuli in the region and in order to counter American unilateralism and
order, as if the balance in economic, trade, geopolitical and ... There is also an important
need for the continuation of Moscow's active Middle East foreign policy in the coming
decades in the region.

Keywords: Russia, Multilateral / Multilateral Balancing, Multipolar Order, Middle East
and Defensive and Offensive Non-Governmental Actors.

1. Associate Professor of International Relations, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran.
2. PhD student of Middle East studies, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author) masoud.akhshi.2016@gmail.com

Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2023 Vol. 1, Issue 1, pp. 99-130.
Received: 24 April 2021, Accepted: 11 July 2022

@ @ Copyright © The Authors
Publisher: Razi University.



- B AT VNN 3

Yot Jlo 3 g dilo 55l Sy § 59 Ay y i i) 391 e

(A (ule Ao

Y :.~i
Wl S Rt

s S>>

. e
s Ol geas sy TN Jlo 5o aley sl 55 an e Sla b5t 31 ey ofioa 408 das Gl i b
S oyt 638005 5 b i Sl il 0308 G2 Sl W 3T Lk 5 oyl 53 s (gladlaul 3
IS |y dmss s op e 3 S UB ag 2) 50wy () Sl 55 (s Sosger Sl B9
sdge p Ll b SV 5 s JR 18 S OF b 8 58 atalin Y010 Jls aypor Al 33 U5 oo
oo el L ol ol a5y St Sk 8 .Q.»\A:.Z\:A.«bldb;n):.uj)‘;,i!}:jgjﬁl;}g,éﬁ
2 i Mg S S 3h ol sl a SR 5 RS (5503 S S L s e i s
ol e el o SRS ot dns S 55 ey sl Al 5 YN SV Sl ey a5y SRR Rl
dilae s Salslbe 5 (glagbeal 3 coyis LB 3 gy 28 il S 5 S e C}la.a b pl g
plUss 8 Skl slal 53 (ols i = g sber (S L1 D3l sl gl |5 3 et 5 wle sl
ple Dy oS h s Sapo TN il Can byl Slesbt s el 5 (Sl 85 el
() Sl s 53 8 slaadlze 5 Wl ol Sl 53 B O35 s O s 3 $Kn 5 g
Kootz e 8 o Gy Sl 5 o G 0 Jlsgnss S8 0 (38 5,008 5 5,5 /0l
olie (gbinl s 5 ailie 3 3 g0 (g3lal 5 b il oladS e 5 s iy 36 o Gl sl s s,
(ol sl glass s 3 O35 S L sb et el Ll Gl W sl Sl S L
el > ST (slaams 53 S JR (gl sl )l S b £l 6l age SR s Sk 55

L

5L A 8 UL 5 wle sl (sl o5 (gl i /g s (3l il ge a5 bao 35S

el

L"Jﬂ'k)‘j@-‘" 4‘_;:L~.19L~I¢ wHle JKisls 4JL>J|J..| .Iagb) “})-(7 )\t‘:‘"‘“‘-'b Al
(Jss s 590 01l Oy SLLLL andle oK _iils iliayslt Slallas g S5 (gsom 2315 Y
masoud.akhshi.2016@gmail.com

MW=l Slad gl 850 VY gy il Dlells
IAE AR IS NI SR R Sy
il oKl 1t ' )

x5 ©



\We—44 (Vg QMJ‘JJ‘EJ‘.J‘J}‘Z)}: ‘LﬁAJ|hﬂJ w\rﬂ@w\hﬁ \oo

W

LV vy

Wlo,gl )3 gy gl Lol 5 SH9
B35005 Jdaa e 3T Jles 5 ST = Slels ¢ b ot Gilate 5 a5 Al sl Siate s
5 G, 5 3y pm 0 len (S5l 55 s Sk 55 Cokise 5 S 5 LB 55 b
b5y 5 S50 paloar 36wl Oly5 4 by o ety 53 e 5y 5 glim Lol 0351 o 55 Ahar
s gy 35 G liasn oy e oS (Sloj gm0 8 a3l Lol 6595 40 b e S5
3y o Jobo 53 (N0 IYAY ¢ ol gu) 5 aaand plodil g ol (5b 9> (SS & (g 2>
s 35 il 53 G T 358 Camdad o3l la sl 53 5550 3585 (I3 055 SlE ey Sn
o el O (63 50 il adlaia 5> IS dlablons bl Glacw S b S (6 ) SKan (63150 53
3 3 5 VAT Jlu 53 (55 S5l Lt

Jl ol by 587 ol 5 Ol alold 55 5le 6357 oo 355 OWillina 31 s 35 (530050 53
b la e g e b Oionte b IS T ) 4 ailate 53 3.5 3985 I3l ()3 (5355
5 Cn e Olos 33 S e Sla i bS58 i 8350 2l g b 0500 (15 T
bl sloul b 2t (9,55 Colal (Vasiliev, 2018) .osls o 5 Lalsy (5 5led ) (o8 &) o
250l pen (ool 57303 Jd) 2 ST sb e 3T Jlas 5 il sl 5 38

5 b b Talen I A Vow a5 05558 (3 Ls 2L Ol 561880 Jl
Sl fhu 55 0dkd 3gdoee by g 15 0T jgm 5 Slpsle slacs b Jols sladl Cans
o) S 8 33 emay ks B s L g 0 S Coglane Jstls Cealw fluw a1y 55 4 5 o)
sy S5l ool 4 35 B 3T Ul 5 &l ke 40 ()55 oabe slomil g (555 o5 o7
a5 S Sl Ol5ee VA8 &as Gle 5o ol ol €399 03) o T2 BT Jlad 5 a5l date |
(Yusupov & Crane, 2009: sls . JS..A: Ly dew 9y GULe Oyl 3l Ao 53 S 4o 95 L S
113)

Lailgy 3 ol ¥oNY b 53 Gliay gl (03 0 25 ) iy b Ol sie Al sl (ran )3
Lo gy ok 53 S el 4 a0 g 0l sl (G5 S alen Sl D153 53 & oy s
0153 Ly S 4 JolS iS5G ulimdl 5 me ¢ o ety ) By 56 8 o oo

S 71y S e 3 S st SOME! (ol O l Bls 3L Aol 5w S



9 YOO Jlo 5l e dlbeygls Sads 855 53 4y, 38 I P

Sl 8l o By s &q—@ljb.bﬁxs-l.\lljbs-qaﬁ@b_C_,.w:QTdu.\"“ ans gl 5l
(Barigazzi & Herszenhorn, 2017) .4S™ Cas w530 |y 5 5 (gladkaie Sl b 5 g5 a9

Sl 4 855 58 Ol ety (635 55 ey Ao 55 S5 S UK 55 ol ke
g8 oo Ly 3 5 S 4T (et 3 485 (5,8 o I s shatety 47 355 0 o5 Yl ol
et Jlo Jer 3l o s A b Y000 s 3 sy Al Dol 43 5 ol 3 Sl
B BTN R PP B SR NP P N PIRE S~ IV P P B SV ROy e
T OIS Sa ks Sl N Jlo 3 g0 Sle T Cisis 5 Sl oyl gl 3.5 o8
J:S;l: szbTétﬁjg;_dlj@Swalxﬁ@:ﬁ#S A Sl e 0 sla g
o LYY Il 55 55 (6 5mmind Ol 53 (6o gmee (sla3lt 5 Eloos 25 e 3,48
ot peS  Se 83l 51 OLES & e o Ol Jlos Cosial (g5 5 1AVY Qobs il 4 4y
35 Jetei 1 (od 53 (B pame ) 510 580 5 o £ simals

Sl s LaS dal Sl ) sm 530318 53 g plibo 055 S5 3l ey e s
Bl San & b S i |y paSntin Bl 58 caaT ko 55005 50055 S |
gy S T buoie SV 51 e (Sladden et al,, 2017: 3) Csls OT 55 gl 5 5 b,
bgin ) e aidlate y3 San j g dor 5 o | Sopld o jdimr a5 5 g bloa
(i Vs S Sl blacsl il gy b6 Ol 4 88Y (goy5 b alas sl
1)@}_“‘;5\;&?)>au;”:m;};c(”6L%gu~\a Ui 33 awg)y 5 s s
(Cook, 2021: 4) ws Lo adbate 3 Ses 253 S alo

oo a TN Jlo s Yl ol Sl 85 -6kl SV 4 e b 53 e 5 8l
i oo 3l Jadli a5 685 (Sla pB 2B 4 O 5 g0 Do (x93 4 o sl 515 S T
Sl 31 (55 0 4 i O o235 i) (S5l 5 o) Sty oo 1K o T 6SKS6
€ Gl o T 5 shaiate (g5l IG5 F o lizel Ko g3lutilely 5 @ ylar! wlaly >

1. Preemptive Strike Strategy
2. Change Regime Strategy
3. Coercive Diplomacy

4. Asymmetrical war

5. Destabilization Plan



\We—44 (Vg bkﬁmﬁ) ‘JJ‘ EJM sd}‘ ZJ}: ‘Lﬁﬂ"”gﬂ" w\:.w OlJlas \oY

)zvé;:luij g ol 5l Fokileg b slacdom 4 lagsT Jids 9 ol glay 5287 03 5 ol
Sl g ol (S5 4 05 o0 5 sleilate o 5338 o) Lb Ll S ps 53N 8T (bl
sl il oL M0 355 K B 3 5 gm0y 55 I Lo yon e sl dgilace
ol Sl 5 loay sl 3 (g5lanide = s S 1§ O pan el ge ot o )
3" el sebios 5 Kb} el S s S0 50 35 Jolse ssib o g0 S s
0 YA (8T g sl 55 o)l tels CIB s oads OL1E LIS dles VY dgzes 5
s (ol o 55 D58 Ol 5 Bloday 1) lodiomy Condg 5 s15e Ll 5 4 gazes (7
e g Shels dos 8 Qljil)'lf ) bl s Jsls C)ij (@l gl (gladbae ¢ Jladl oy
503,81 by e S lelie (gl 4y e 53 (o ezl
a3 b 558 Lot ) 0K Ol e ) (ol Syl ety g 3 s o sl
Mml}?@})&JQM\vij)éh}j:};)hjoTj\.;bQ\qu'Cmgijl\)q)}mraj.x.«\
Gl 1y sk b 53 555 o8 o0l sy (20> (S, Lyl 93 S g ) s 5 5,08
3 wbeygl= (Cook, 20212 9) C3b ) s 4y g e (2l 2 ok 55 a5y 2lsn S35 503l
b o g i Gosper by Olyss 53 8 Sl bluws 1 S OT 4 by e Sl g 4o
50855 Db oSl 4 4y O3 S5k (6 1y 35 el sy itk A 3 ghama OT
LBl DUl (g ol Cas b a5 03500 oo Slgr (5SS S5 Ol 5w OT £ b
U335 a5y 5 s ) (552 eV s (b Sl OF IYAA Oen 5 S 8) Sl
K Usb 55 Sa55 palar sl 87 (50 0T 31 pliin Oolaal (glos 2§ 5 gbas wila gl
,;qum\ﬁu;ﬂ?du%m ;;g-)lf&\é.uf@‘_;&b;;&dpz;ﬂ
Saosh Sl 8 Jom 3 ol Soglize 53,55 L OT & pliws 6l o5 g 5SS siln ol
ble slol) ol 31 3.5 15 T (Glaibate Oldoeie (lailny gls Colubal Cillies (bl )y Jsans sboa

S 6,y ARy (latlain i b (6 )San Hen st 5 350 oAl 3 g cpl ol (35

6. Failed States

7. geopolitical engineering

8. turbulence regions

9. Micro Politic

10. Sub-National

11. Sub-state

12. Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
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13. Multidimensional/Multivector power balancing
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14. Multidimensional power balancing
15. Multiplication or MultiVectorof power balancing
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16. Arab—Russian Cooperation Forum
17. Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
18. League of Arab States (LAS)
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20. Russian-Arab Business Council (RABC)
21. Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
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22. Russia Direct Investment Fund (RDIF)

23. Saudi Arabia,s Public Investment Fund (PIF)
24. Qatar Investment Authority (QIA)

25. Goznak
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27 . http://'www.energystrategy.ru/projects/docs/ES-2030_%28Eng%29.pdf (Energy Strategy of
Russia for The Period to 2030) 2010.

28. Testimony for Assistant Secretary Wess Mitchell House Foreign Affairs Committee
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29. Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF)
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38. Multidimensional/ Multivector power balancing
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39. Critical or Chaotic Sub-regions
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