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Approaches of Islamic Parties in Kurdistan region of Iraq
(KRI): Opportunities and Threats to Iran
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Abstract

The proximity of the Kurdistan region of Iraq(KRI) to Iran, and the political-security
trends in the West Asian region, have paid Islamic Republic of Iran more and more
attention to this region. The Islamic nature of the Iran regime and the relation with some
Islamic movements and groups in the form of relations with subnational groups, has
highlighted the role of Islamic parties in Kurdistan. Components such as the role of
Islamic parties in the political structure of the Kurdistan Region, the number of their
seats in the local parliament, and the deep roots and Islamic religious tendencies among
the people of the region, the need to establish relations with these parties. However,
concerns about the relationship of Islamic groups in KRI with the Muslim Brotherhood,
and relationship with Salafi and Takfiri groups, overshadow the possibility of the
Islamic Republic of Iran cooperating with them. Therefore, examining the approaches
of these parties to rival and enemy groups with the Islamic Republic of Iran, such as
Salafi and Takfiri groups, and analyzing their attitudes toward the Islamic Republic of
Iran can identify the threats and opportunities arising for them for the Iran. This article
examines the political approaches of Islamic parties in the Iraqi Kurdistan region and
the opportunities and threats facing Iran.

This research, by accessing library resources, official and unofficial positions of these
parties, and interviews with some prominent members of the three Islamic parties of
Kurdistan, including; The Islamic Movement and the Islamic Union and the Kurdistan
Justice Group (Islamic) has been written. The results of the analysis of verbal actions,
the approach to securitization and the process of threatening by the Islamic parties within
the framework of the Defensive realism approach and Copenhagen School indicate that
if these parties are strengthened, s there will be opportunities and security threats for the
Islamic Republic of Tran. This security dilemma necessitates strategies to reduce threats
to Iran.

Keywords: Kurdistan region of Iraq (KRI), Foreign Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Identity, Kurdish Islamic Parties.
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