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Abstract

In recent years, Turkey's foreign policy approach has been focused on increasing
exports and supporting economic development, which is related to globalization.
Turkey's foreign policy is affected by the effectiveness of internal institutions such as
the structure of the bureaucracy, concentration and relations between the government
and society, which in turn guarantees the country's success in global value chains and
economic development. In this model of foreign policy, the economy is increasingly
important. The United Arab Emirates has also based of its foreign policy on its strong
presence in international transactions, non-interference in the internal of affairs of
other countries, and also prioritizing the economy-oriented view over security, these
countries of have tried to expand their economic relations in recent years. Now,
according to the mentioned cases, the main question of this article is, what are the tools
and objectives of Turkey's economic diplomacy in the United Arab Emirates? The
research method in this article is qualitative and descriptive-analytical. Also, the tools
for collecting information of are books, articles, reports and websites. At the end of
this study, it has been of concluded that Turkey and the United Arab Emirates have
tried to improve their economic and trade relations in recent years, so that the political
tensions that existed between the two countries have been increasingly reduced by
strategic and economic factors. It has been found and caused Turkey of to seek its own
benefit and national security in the United Arab Emirates with the approach of
economic diplomacy.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Economic diplomacy, as a key tool of foreign policy, plays a fundamental role in
promoting international relations. In recent decades, countries have sought to expand
their economic ties in pursuit of political and economic influence on the global stage. In
this context, Turkey has emerged as a rising power in the Middle East and the Balkans,
aiming to strengthen its relations with various countries, especially those in the Gulf
region, through economic diplomacy. One of the most significant countries Turkey has
focused on in this regard is the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Since 2014, the UAE has
held a prominent position in Turkey's foreign policy as one of the leading economic and
financial centers in the Middle East. Due to its robust infrastructure, economic
diversification, and capability to attract international investors, the UAE is considered a
vital economic partner for Turkey. Additionally, geopolitical developments in the region,
including internal conflicts, economic crises, and shifts in global power dynamics, have
exerted added pressures on both countries to seek new opportunities for collaboration.In
this framework, examining Turkey’s economic diplomacy in the UAE from 2014 to
2022 can provide deeper insights into Turkey's approaches to enhancing bilateral
relations and the reciprocal impact of these relations on the economic and political
policies of both nations. This timeframe also encompasses the challenges and new
opportunities that have emerged in the wake of global crises and changes in the balance
of power.Analyzing the issue of Turkey's economic diplomacy in the UAE from
multiple perspectives can be significant. Firstly, it involves assessing the economic
impacts of this diplomacy on the development of infrastructure and joint investments,
particularly in the areas of technology, energy, and tourism. Secondly, it entails
examining the role of these relationships in bolstering Turkey's political influence in the
Gulf region. Thirdly, it requires analyzing the responses and perspectives of the UAE
regarding Turkey's economic diplomacy and the challenges that may arise in this
context.

2. Theoretical framework

The theory of interdependence serves as a fundamental concept in the field of political
science and international relations, focusing on the complexities of interactions among
nations. This theory posits that countries are interdependent due to their economic,
political, and social needs, and these interdependencies form intricate dynamics in the
international system. The theory of interdependence emerged in the 1970s as a response
to traditional realist and liberal theories. While realism emphasizes power and national
interests, and liberalism focuses on cooperation and international institutions, the theory
of interdependence asserts that no country can operate independently and without being
influenced by others. In this regard, analysts of this theory explore economic, political,
environmental, and cultural interactions among countries, paying attention to their
mutual interdependence. The theory of interdependence in international relations
provides a conceptual framework for understanding the intricate interactions among
nations. This theory not only emphasizes the importance of cooperation and interaction
but also reminds us that in today’s world, no country can act independently and without
being influenced by others. In other words, interdependence stands as an undeniable
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reality in the international system, serving as a tool for analyzing and predicting the
behaviors of various countries in international interactions.

3. Metholology

Qualitative research is an approach that primarily focuses on gaining deeper
understanding of phenomena and human experiences. This method is commonly
employed in the fields of social sciences, psychology, education, and other disciplines.
Data analysis in qualitative research is typically conducted in a descriptive and
interpretative manner. The researcher aims to identify and analyze patterns and themes
that emerge from the data.

4. Discussion

The economic diplomacy between Turkey and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has
become one of the central topics of bilateral relations between the two countries in recent
years. Both nations, due to their geographical and strategic positions as well as their
economic and commercial objectives, have shown a considerable inclination to
strengthen cooperation in various fields. The economic ties between Turkey and the
UAE date back to previous decades; however, in recent years—particularly following
regional economic and political crises—these relations have deepened and broadened
significantly. The UAE is recognized as a financial and commercial hub in the Middle
East, while Turkey, with its strategic location, serves as a gateway between Europe and
Asia.Economic diplomacy between Turkey and the UAE represents a vital branch of
their bilateral relations that can contribute to mutual benefit and sustainable
development. By enhancing cooperation across different domains, both countries can
align more closely with their economic and political goals and capitalize on emerging
opportunities.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
With the advent of globalization and the transition of the world from a bipolar to a
multipolar phenomenon, we observe that the relationships between countries have taken
on a new form. In light of this development, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), by adopting economic diplomacy—a theoretical approach derived from global
economic integration—have managed to enhance their bilateral relations. This study
aims to test the hypothesis that political differences between Turkey and the UAE cannot
hinder the development of their economic relations; rather, such differences may lead to
the emergence of new and innovative opportunities for bilateral cooperation.
Furthermore, the research seeks to answer the question: what tools characterize Turkey's
economic diplomacy in the UAE, and what objectives does it represent?To achieve this,
a qualitative research method with a descriptive-analytical approach has been employed,
utilizing information-gathering tools such as books, articles, reports, and online
databases. Turkey's economic diplomacy in the UAE between 2014 and 2022 has been
recognized as a crucial aspect of the bilateral relations between these two countries
across political, economic, and cultural dimensions. During this period, Turkey has
utilized various diplomatic and economic tools to establish and strengthen closer ties
with the UAE.

The transformation in Turkey's foreign and economic policy approaches, especially
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following economic and political crises within the country, has increased the necessity
for international cooperation, particularly in the Gulf region. The UAE, recognized as
one of the advanced and innovative economies in the region, provided unparalleled
opportunities for investment and trade collaboration. By effectively employing
successful economic diplomacy, Turkey has played a significant role in infrastructure
projects, technology, tourism, and cultural sectors in the UAE. Additionally, the
expansion of trade relations and investment between the two countries, particularly
through the signing of bilateral trade agreements, has led to an increase in the volume of
trade and financial transactions. During this period, various industries, including
construction, energy, and information technology, have benefited from these
collaborations.

Nevertheless, challenges have also emerged. Political changes in the region,
especially geopolitical tensions and ideological differences, could impact bilateral
relations. Nonetheless, Turkey has pursued a realistic and pragmatic approach, striving to
deepen cooperation and mitigate existing disputes. It is worth noting that the
complexities related to regional crises, particularly in the context of security and political
issues have resulted in fluctuations in bilateral relations. Turkey has attempted to reduce
tensions and capitalize on opportunities through innovative diplomatic and economic
approaches. Moreover, economic reforms and domestic developments in the UAE
regarding foreign investment attraction have also contributed to strengthening bilateral
ties.

In conclusion, Turkey's economic diplomacy in the UAE between 2014 and 2022 has
proven to be flexible and multidimensional, demonstrating Turkey's capacity for
managing its international relations. This diplomacy serves as an example of successful
strategies in establishing sustainable relationships and leveraging economic opportunities
on a global scale. Looking ahead, the continuation of these collaborations may
significantly impact regional development and deepen Turkey's relations with other Gulf
countries.
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