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Abstract

The position of a country in a constantly changing and evolving region plays a cruial
role in determining its status and role in the international system. Generally, it is
believed that small states act more as power recipients rather than, sources of power, in
international affairs. Qatar is one such country. It is known for its bold and
adventurous policies in the Middle East and beyod. Throughout history, policymaking
and international interactions have been guided by conscious human actions and social
organizations. However, recent advancements in artificial intelligence have brought
fundamental changes to this landscape. Artificial intelligence, as one of the most
important emergin technologies, has had widespread effects on all aspects of human
life, including the foreign policies of nations. This trend is particularly expanding in
developing countries. Qatar, as key countries in the Persian Gulf region, especially in
the fields of diplomacy and security, seeks to leverage this technology to strengthen its
position in the international system. The country has made significant investments in
research development, and the implementation of artificial intelligence across various
sectors, and has integrated it's as part of its national strategy. Form the perspective of
political theorists, this technology is regarded as a powerful tool in realizing Qatar's
national vision for 2034 playing a key role in its achievement. This research examines
Qatar's investments and advancements in artificial intelligence. Using the theoretical
framework of the Copenhagen School and a descriptive-analytical approach, it is
based on the assumption that Qatar's investment in artificial intelligence can elevate
the country to a superior position in various fields, including foreign policy.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study explores the strategic implications of artificial intelligence(Al) on Qatar,s
foreign policy through the lens of the Copenhagen School.As asmall but resource-rich
state, Qatar secks to leverage Al to enhance its diplomatic, security, and economic
posture globally.The paper uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine Qatar,s Al
strategy, investments, and regional aspirations. The findings highlight how Al influences
Qatar's foreign policy across five security dimensions: military, economic, societal,
environmental and cybersecurity. Challenges and recommendations for sustainable,
ethical Al integration are also presented.

Attificial intelligence (Al) is Trans forming global governance, power relations, and
state behavior. In international relations, smaller states often struggle to assert influence.
However, Qatar defies this narrative by leveraging emerging technologies, particularly
Al. to bolster its global standing.Positioned at the intersection of energy wealth and
strategic diplomacy, Qatar's use of Al is part of a broader national vision to diversify its
economy, modernize governance, and enhance foreign policy capacities.

2. Theoretical framework

The study is grounded in the Copenhagen School of security studies, which broadens the
concept of security beyond the traditional military scope to include economic, societal,
environmental, and political dimensions.Central to this approach are the concepts of
securitization and desecuritization.The framework is used to examine how Al as a
securitized technology influences Qatar's approach to diplomacy, regional power
dynamics, and its broader international positioning.

3. Metholology

This research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology. It draws om
policy documents, national strategies, Al implementation reports, academic literature,
and international analyses. The study evaluates Qatar's national Al strategy and its
applications in foreign policy using a multidimensional security framework. Particular
focus is placed on how Al impacts strategic sectors, policymaking, and Qatar's regional
and international interactions.

4. Discussion

4-1. Economic Security

Al is central to Qatar's economic diversification strategy. Thorough automation,
predictive analytics and big data the country aims to reduce reliance on hydrocarbons.
While this creates opportunities, it also presents challenges such as workforce
displacement and economic inequality if not managed carefully.

4-2. Military and Strategic Security

Qatar's integration of Al into military capabilities-such as autonomous drones,
surveillance systems, and cybersecurity infrastructure-enhances its defenes posture.
However, the militarization of Al raises ethical concerns and risks of escalation with
regional powers like Saudi Arabia and Iran.
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4-3. Societal and Cultural Security

Al technologies influence education, language preservation, and social services. Qatar
uses Al to digitize Arabic content and enhance social welfare. Yet, there are risks of
cultural erosion, data biases, and social polarization if Al systems lack contextual
sensitivity and inclusive design.

4-4. Environmental Security

Al aids in environmental monitoring and resource management but also increases energy
consumption due to high computational demands. Data centers and Al models may strain
water and energy resouces, potentially undermining environmental sustainability goals.

4-5. Cyber Security

Al strengthens national Cybersecurity by enabling real-time threat detection and
response. However, reliance on Al introduces new vulnerabilities, including algorithmic
manipulation, data poisoning, and systemic hacking-posing risks to diplomatic and
critical infrastructure svstems.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
Qatar's investment in Al represents a forward-looking strategy to reinforce its foreign
policy, economic competitiveness, and regional influence. While Al presents significant
benefits, it also introduces multidimensional risks. To harness Al effectively:

Qatar should establish robust ethical and regulatory frameworks aligned whit
international norms.

Human capital development in Al fields must be prioritized through education and
research funding.

Transparent governance and inclusive digital policies will help mitigate social and
cultural disruption.

Environmental sustainability should be integrated into Al infrastructure planning.

Regional cooperation in Al and cybersecurity diplomacy can reduce strategic
tensions.

By embedding Al within in a balanced, ethical, and security-aware policy structure,
Qatar can position itself as a responsible and innovative actor in global affairs.
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