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Abstract

In the Islamic government model, the goal is to humanize and guide people towards
the pursuit of truth and justice. In this model, the ruler and the government must not
only be just and exercise justice in the realm of power, but must also be a "good
example" and assume the highest role in educating people. Performing these duties is
possible in a context of spirituality, morality, and interest in society and with behavior
combined with mercy and kindness. The Persian Gulf region has always been of
interest to major players due to its strategic importance in global politics. In the past
few decades, China has been able to increase the level of its economic cooperation
with countries in the region within the framework of its peaceful development policy.
This joint cooperation includes a diverse range of bilateral political and economic
relations, which has paved the way for the expansion of China's economic influence in
this strategic region. Of course, this expansion of influence for China has not been
limited to gaining economic benefits, but China has used it as one of the necessary
tools to create a soft balance against the United States so that in the long term, by
gaining influence in the geopolitical superiority region, it can eliminate the hegemony
and balance of power of the United States. Given the importance of this issue, this
article has attempted to examine China's foreign policy and examine what factors have
caused the importance of the Persian Gulf region to increase for China's soft power
balance policy and how China is seeking to use the soft power balance policy in this
region for geopolitical influence and challenging the hegemony of the United States.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The People's Republic of China's efforts to gain geopolitical influence in the Persian Gulf
region can be considered one of the most important and vital issues in the region,
because with China's influence, the nature and structure of power competition in this
region is expected to undergo fundamental changes, and the level of influence of the
United States in this region will decrease, thus increasing the grounds for the countries of
the Persian Gulf region to move east. This geopolitical development indicates that in the
future, we should witness a change in the structure of the competitions of the great global
powers in this region, and it is expected that the two countries of China and the United
States in particular will be forced to interact and even compete more geopolitically with
each other in the Persian Gulf region. The change in the structure and processes of
geopolitical competition in the Persian Gulf region will not be limited to only the two
global superpowers, and it is possible that, following these developments, changes will
be observed in the foreign policy and geopolitical approaches of the countries of the
Persian Gulf region. This indicates that in the coming years we will likely see major
changes in the nature and form of geopolitical competition in the region.

2. Theoretical framework

In the analysis of geopolitical competition, the formation, emergence and continuation of
the balance of power is widely emphasized, because the balance of power is a
fundamental foundation for creating and ensuring the national security of any country
(Pillar, 2004: 254). When analyzing this concept, the first stage is to emphasize the
creation of a hard balance and the creation of deterrence through the use and
development of defensive, military and security tools. Therefore, hard balance has been
defined as a strategy by which different countries try to create a balance of power against
their competitors by using military, defensive and offensive capabilities and engaging in
geopolitical cooperation (Paul, 2004: 3). This has led security and geopolitical
researchers to emphasize that the hard balance theory is based on two important
propositions:

1) In the current structure of international security, a country’s achievement of a
superior power position paves the way for a decline in the security level of other national
actors.

2) Due to the threat posed by the concentration of power in the hands of one actor,
the anarchic system governing international politics necessitates that national actors
strive to reduce the concentration of power in the international system in order to
improve their security level (Chegnizadeh, 2013: 230).

Here, balance is a policy for achieving a balance of power through which actors try
to achieve the ability to prevent other national actors from developing hard threats by
achieving hard power (Elman, 2002: 10). In this way, it can be said that countries, by
using balancing policies, seek to prevent threats to their national interests, sovereignty,
and territory by other countries, and in this process, they use two strategies:
strengthening domestic foundations or forming alliances with other countries (Ibid: 11).
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3. Metholology

This research is classified as qualitative research due to its nature and subject. Therefore,
an attempt has been made to study the subject, compile findings, analyze, and present
results using analytical-descriptive approaches. In this regard, the process of collecting
information in it has relied on the library study method.

4. Discussion

The Persian Gulf region is one of the most important geographical areas in which we
witness the formation of this pattern of competition and cooperation between China and
the United States; because this geopolitical region has significant importance for China’s
multilateral foreign policy due to the number of influential players in energy geopolitics,
the competition between Iran and the United States, the strategic position and
geopolitical accessibility of Iran’s presence and its location on the One Belt, One Road
route and can become an important focus for China to pursue a soft balance policy
(Ferdinand, 2016: 950). The leaders of the People’s Republic of China are aware that the
geopolitical advantage of the United States in this region stems from close relations and
shared geopolitical interests with the countries of the region (Ahmadipour and Rashidi,
2019). This shared interest has facilitated the ease of US geopolitical influence in the
Persian Gulf region and, at the same time, has provided a costly obstacle to China’s
geopolitical influence. Thus, any direct confrontation or attempt to establish a hard
balance with the United States in this region would be an irrational act in Chinese foreign
policy; therefore, the logical choice for China is to use soft balance tools, which include
the development of economic relations, investment, mediation policy, and multilateral
diplomacy, which facilitate the level and strength of China’s competitiveness (Hughes,
2019). In this process, the most important incentive for China to be present and gain
influence in the Persian Gulf region is the need and necessity to access cheap, accessible,
and extensive sources of oil and natural gas in the Persian Gulf region (Gharaigh Zandi
& Abbasi, 2019: 497).

In short, China has been able to achieve rapid economic reconstruction and
comprehensive development since the 1980s, aided by its remarkable economic growth.
As a result of this economic growth and development, the Chinese government has been
provided with vast financial resources, which allow the country to not only develop its
military programs, but also to pursue its national goals and interests in different
geographical regions, thus paving the way for the country to achieve major goals in the
international system. This expansion of power and the desire for influence in world
politics naturally face obstacles from the hegemonic power (Ikenberry & Wright, 2008).
Because the hegemonic power knows that China, as a de facto global competitor, is
trying to slowly expand its level of influence without engaging in any unnecessary direct
conflict and to put other actors in a position to either be attracted to China or to refrain
from entering into these conflicts in favor of the hegemonic power in the future if
challenges arise between China and the hegemonic power. This will cause new
challenges to be faced by the global system and increase the complexity of global
competition. Because China’s efforts to achieve hard balance or its use of this type of
balance could pave the way for the expansion of global competition between the United
States and China. This has increased the attractiveness of using the tools used in soft
balance and has led China to exploit soft balance and the tools available to it to expand



198 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2024, Vol. 3, Issue 2, pp. 195-214

its influence in the international system. China's efforts to conclude a 25-year
cooperation agreement with Iran, which is one of the actors opposing US global
hegemony, and the development of economic and technical cooperation with countries
such as Saudi Arabia or the Gulf countries that are on the list of US allies show that
China has been able to compete with the US in terms of soft balance in the Persian Gulf
region and has taken important steps to challenge US hegemony.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The findings of this study indicate that China currently faces geopolitical constraints in
challenging US hegemony, and the high costs of trying to create a hard balance are such
that it has forced the country to use alternative means. In this process, given China’s
policy of pursuing powerful economic development, the most important tool at its
disposal to achieve its desired economic interests without incurring additional costs and
at the same time balance against the United States will be soft balance. In this context,
the leaders of the People’s Republic of China are trying to manage their relations with
the United States in different geographical regions through interaction and cooperation
so that they can both secure their desired interests and goals without paying unnecessary
economic and geopolitical costs, and calmly manage the global political situation by
attracting new allies, friends, and economic partners in a way that leads to the creation of
a soft balance against the United States.

Among the geographical regions that are of significant importance for China's
foreign policy is the geopolitical region of the Persian Gulf. The location of this region at
the crossroads of Eurasia, its decisive role in the formation of the One Belt, One Road
idea, rich fossil energy resources, as well as the economic benefits of cooperation with
the countries of this region have led China to put it on its list of priorities for gaining
economic influence and shaping a soft balance. In this process, China is trying to pave
the way for the development of joint economic cooperation in various fields with the
countries of this region without entering into direct confrontation with the United States
and to create conditions for the countries of this region to choose China as their first
economic partner in the future. This approach allows China to avoid entering into a
geopolitical confrontation with the United States and, on the contrary, using economic
tools, pave the way for its geopolitical influence in the region and pursue the strategy of
creating a soft balance against the United States with greater ease and confidence.
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