SREY

.‘gh-g.‘
"'Q-E -EO‘.

(LT Online ISSN - 2821-2444 Political Studies Jowrnal RAZI UNIVERSITY

Turkiye's propaganda approach towards energy

Mohamad Ali Dastmali

Abstract

Examining Turkey's propaganda approach to energy supply is a topic that can be
useful for understanding the Ankara government's propaganda approach to the concept
of national power. Turkey is one of the countries that lacks fossil energy resources and
is forced to spend large sums of money on energy imports every year and remains in
difficulty due to its dependence on foreign sources. However, between 2002 and 2024,
this country has tried to demonstrate an active form of energy policymaking in areas
such as oil and gas transit, embarking on the path to nuclear power, diversifying the
production and consumption of renewable energy, and exploring oil and gas in the
Black Sea and the Mediterranean to get out of the current difficult situation. With the
aim of identifying Turkey's media approach to energy supply, the researchers have
raised the question of how the Turkish government has used media tools in achieving
energy policy goals and describing it as a national power, using a descriptive-
analytical method and by studying written library and online works. The answer given
as a hypothesis to this question is that the Turkish government has tried in recent years
to exploit the media's persuasive and promotional capacity to cover up its challenges
and risks in the energy sector and to actualize transit opportunities for domestic and
foreign audiences, to cover up some of its weaknesses and inabilities, and to present
relative successes as national pride and prestige. Turkiye's exaggerated advertising and
media approach to energy supply and transmission is seen as a strategy to cover up the
consequences and weaknesses of dependence.

Keywords: Energy Diplomacy, Energy Resources, Turkiye, Media Advertising.

1. Ph.D. in Political Sociology.
ma.dastmali@razi.ac.ir

Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2024, Vol. 3, Issue 2, pp. 215-234.
Received: 24 January 2025, Accepted: 25 February 2025
Doi: 10.22126/mps.2025.11561.1050

@ ® @ Copyright © The Authors
T Publisher: Razi University.



216 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2024, Vol. 3, Issue 2, pp. 215-234

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Just as media use can influence energy consumption management and people’s attitudes
towards energy consumption; it also affects people’s attitudes towards government
policies for energy imports and production. For this reason, instead of constantly
projecting the consequences and consequences of Turkey’s dependence on energy
imports, Turkish media try to exaggerate the fact that the government is taking effective
measures to eliminate dependence. These media have mixed goals and plans such as gas
extraction from fields discovered on the Black Sea coast of Turkey, exploration in the
Eastern Mediterranean, as well as the discovery of other fields with political and partisan
goals and have turned it into a propaganda tool by exaggerating and promoting it. Over
the years, the Turkish government has tried to exploit the media's persuasive and
promotional capacity to cover up its challenges and risks in the energy sector and to
actualize transit opportunities for domestic and foreign audiences, to cover up some of its
weaknesses and inadequacies, and to present relative successes as national pride and
prestige.

2. Theoretical framework

The most important part of the theoretical framework of this study is the importance of
the concept of “energy security” and the way people pay attention to this concept.
Energy security refers to the continuous, reliable and reasonably priced supply of energy
carriers. Energy security has also been defined as the ability of an economy to ensure the
ability to supply energy resources sustainably and over time, at a price level that does not
adversely affect the economic performance of that economy. From the perspective of
historical experience, energy-importing countries have always been concerned about
ensuring the security of imported energy, and reducing the pressure of the consequences
of dependence has been one of the main goals of their foreign policy. In Western energy-
consuming countries, government interventions in the energy sector have been
decreasing since the 1980s, and along with other economic sectors, market forces have
become more and more available in the energy sector. At the same time, concerns have
arisen about how to strengthen the country’s energy security through government
policymaking in an environment where market forces have been activated with the
prospect of making a profit. In this context, studies were conducted to show what
variables determine the behavior of energy consumers in these countries and how they
can be influenced.

Among them, one of the important concerns was how to link consumer behavior
with the policies adopted by the government to help ensure energy security. After the oil
shocks of 1973 and 1979, protecting the energy security of consumer countries became a
major issue on the political agenda of countries, and in the meantime, the important
question was raised as to how households could be linked to energy consumption with
agendas aimed at ensuring long-term energy security. For this reason, the concept of
citizens' energy behaviors was introduced and studies were conducted to find out what
factors can influence these behaviors. Energy behavior is usually used to refer to
consumer behaviors that lead to energy demand. However, the concept is broader and
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includes the behaviors of individuals and societies in the field of energy consumption
and production and the political actions to guide the behavior of these actors.

3. Metholology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical method and addresses the importance of the
approach and performance of Turkish media in the field of energy supply, because the
media, regardless of its power, can influence the audience about the self-sufficiency or
dependence of countries in the field of energy in a way that does not necessarily
correspond to the objective reality of the scene, and its main goal is to provide a space to
reduce the political and psychological consequences of the consequences of dependence.

4. Discussion

Turkey's dependence on energy imports is one of the most important challenges in
politics, economics, and security in this country; therefore, talking about Turkey's
continued need for energy imports is closely related to important issues of security and
stability, and in this regard, the media, as the most important communication tool for
explaining the governments' approach to the energy category, plays an important role.
The media, regardless of their power, can influence the audience about the self-
sufficiency or dependence of countries in the field of energy in a way that does not
necessarily correspond to the objective reality of the scene and its main goal is to provide
a space to reduce the political and psychological consequences of the consequences of
dependence. Evidence shows that most Turkish media have acted in the field of
propaganda in a way that shows a different image of this country and does not mention
the problems related to dependence on foreign energy sources. One of the important
reasons and motivations of the Turkish media in this issue is the perception of insecurity
in the energy sector.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
Turkish media is trying to constantly point to Turkey's geographical advantages in order
to hide the country's problems and inabilities in energy supply and to distort people's
minds about the harms and consequences of dependence on imported energy.
Emphasizing the importance of Turkey's geographical location in Turkish foreign
media programs is a way to distort the audience's attention to Turkey's limitations and
dependencies in accessing energy resources; that is, in a situation where dependence on
energy imports has practically become one of the most important reasons for the
economic crisis in Turkey and the government has not been able to find a way out of this
situation, resorting to the media and advertising tools has become the focus of Turkey's
energy strategy, and two important axes, namely emphasizing self-sufficiency and the
importance of exploring new resources, as well as emphasizing the importance of the
issue of transit and energy hubs, are a method whose importance for domestic political
consumption is much greater than the real changes to compensate for the shortage of
energy resources in Turkey.
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