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Abstract

The dynamics of the region's developments have provided challenges and
opportunities for the Iranian region. One of the main challenges was the potential
strength of ISIL revival on Iran's borders, especially Iraq and Syria. Maintaining a
strategic environment and meeting national security goals for any country is a priority,
so Iran is not and is not indifferent to ISIL's crisis in its vital territory as a regional
power. Therefore, the dangers of preventing their borders from preventing the political
space and the security and ideological threat of the region, maintaining their territorial
integrity and its allies regimes, and to balance the regional through the expansion and
empowerment of Takfiri currents outside of their borders, have been the main question
of Iran's foreign policy. What changes will this policy be given to regional
developments? The research hypothesis is that the fight against ISIL due to greater
mobility in the region, decentralization in a particular country and expanding regional
branches, more difficult and tackled regional intelligence and security union. The
research method of this article is descriptive and the analysis of the data based on
library resources is based on the research concluded that unilateral security, military
and intelligence actions of the regional countries may provide the basis for ISIL re -
empowerment.First of all, Iran's foreign policy in the region against ISIS must be
based on security and intelligence and even the formation of a regional organization
focused on intelligence with the countries. Although developments in the region have
created challenges from the possibility of ISIL's empowerment, these developments
were a good opportunity to strengthen regional cooperatives in the security and
intelligence field.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The Middle East has become a focal point for multifaceted crises, where sectarian

divides, political rivalries, and security vacuums have transformed the region into fertile
ground for extremist groups such as ISIS. The rise of Islamic fundamentalism and
violent extremism in countries like Iraq and Syria has posed a severe threat to regional
and international security. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), with its Salafi-
jihadist ideology and militant operations, emerged from structural and socio-political
ruptures within these nations—mainly due to internal ethnic and sectarian inequalities
and failed governance. Backed by external actors seeking influence in the region, ISIS
quickly occupied large swathes of territory and disrupted the fragile balance of power.
This paper investigates the evolving foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
response to ISIS, particularly in Iraq and Syria. Iran, as a key regional actor, perceives
the activities of ISIS as direct threats to its strategic interests, national security, and
ideological identity. The research addresses the central question: how has Iran's foreign
policy toward ISIS changed in response to regional developments, and what future
adaptations are likely? The hypothesis suggests that the decentralized and mobile nature
of ISIS, along with its transnational branches, requires Iran to pursue a regionally
coordinated intelligence and security response rather than unilateral measures.

2. Theoretical framework
This study adopts a constructivist approach to analyze Iran’s foreign policy toward ISIS.

Constructivism emphasizes the centrality of identity in shaping states’ interests and
behaviors. According to this framework, national interests are not given or fixed but are
socially constructed through shared ideas, beliefs, and identities. Therefore, a country's
perception of its interests depends on its understanding of "who it is"—in this case, Iran’s
self-conception as an Islamic, anti-imperialist state with historical and religious ties to
Shiite populations in Iraq and Syria.

Constructivism helps explain Iran’s behavior not merely as a response to security
threats, but as a manifestation of its ideational commitments—especially the defense of
Shiite communities, the preservation of the Axis of Resistance, and opposition to Salafi
extremism and Western interventionism. Iran's involvement in Iraq and Syria is thus not
only strategic but also normative and identity-driven. This framework illuminates how
Iran’s actions are shaped by cultural, religious, and ideological commonalities with allied
states and communities, rather than by material calculations alone.

3. Metholology

The upcoming research is an applied purpose and is an analytical descriptive method.
Collect information based on the principles of exploration theory by library and
documentary methods.
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4. Discussion

This article, by examining what, and how ISIL was formed as a Islamic fundamentalist
group, sought to find out findings such as ISIL's position in securing the Islamic
Republic's foreign policy, Iran's challenges of the emergence of ISIL in the security of
the Middle East Iran and the opportunities gaining the opportunity to obtain ISIL.
Politics to examine Iran's lack of cooperation with Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye and the
reduction of cooperation with Russia in repelling ISIS.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
Over the past decade, the expansion of ISIS across Iraq and Syria has emerged as one of

the most critical threats to Iran’s national security. While ISIS poses a direct threat
through territorial expansion and ideological hostility, it is also indirectly empowered by
rival regional powers such as Saudi Arabia, Israel, and Turkey, who view Iran’s growing
influence with apprehension. In this context, Iran’s foreign policy has evolved from
conventional military and diplomatic strategies toward more integrated and intelligence-
driven regional cooperation, focusing on preserving its strategic depth and ideological
allies.

The paper concludes that countering ISIS requires a collective and ideational approach:
the threat goes beyond a terrorist organization to encompass a destructive ideology.
Thus, Iran and like-minded countries must build regional security frameworks and
intelligence-sharing mechanisms to neutralize this threat. Moreover, the paper
underscores that unilateralism and narrow national interests may only deepen the crisis.
A coordinated response rooted in shared security interests and cultural-religious
affiliations could better ensure regional stability and counter ideological extremism at its
roots.
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