SREY

(LT Online ISSN - 2821-2444 Political Studies Jowrnal RAZI UNIVERSITY

.‘oi-g.‘
-O‘.

Foreign Policy Doctrine of Regional Actors and Global Powers
in the Face of Operation October 7 (Al-Aqsa Storm)

Rahman Hariri’
Kamran Lotfi’

Fateme Abasian®

Abstract

Palestine, as the first Qibla of Muslims, has always had a special place among
them and even among non-Muslims throughout history, and has faced many crises
and has also been the focus of attention of regional and global powers. One of
these crises is the October 7, 2023 operation, known as the Al-Agsa Storm, which
was designed and carried out with the support of the resistance axis and caused it
to overshadow regional equations and calculations of global powers; to the extent
that each of these actors follows a specific doctrine in its foreign policy approach
to the developments in Palestine. From this perspective, examining the foreign
policy positions of West Asian countries such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
global powers such as China, Russia and the United States, for whom the effects
and consequences of this event are of great importance, is one of the significant
issues in the field of regional and global developments. Accordingly, the main
question of this research is what is the foreign policy approach of regional actors
and global powers towards the October 7 operation in Palestine and in what
theoretical approaches can it be understood? In response to this hypothesis, it is
proposed that different powers have adopted contradictory positions due to two
important components of interests and identity, depending on their ideological or
geopolitical interests, and this behavioral paradox has exacerbated the crisis and
prevented its resolution; it should be noted that the methodological foundations of
this research are constructivism and aggressive realism theories and the research
method is comparative.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The Al-Agsa Storm operation, launched on October 7, 2023, marked a significant

escalation in the ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine. Orchestrated by Hamas
with support from the "Axis of Resistance," this surprise offensive exposed the
vulnerabilities of the Israeli security system and reshaped regional and global
calculations. The attack, coinciding with the 50th anniversary of the Yom Kippur War,
not only had military implications but also triggered intense international political
reactions. This paper explores the diverse foreign policy responses of regional actors
such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey, and global powers including China, Russia, and
the United States. It aims to understand these reactions through the lens of international
relations theories.

2. Theoretical framework
The study is grounded in Constructivism and Offensive Realism:

Constructivism, as theorized by Alexander Wendt, emphasizes the role of identity,
norms, and social structures in shaping state behavior. This framework is particularly
relevant for analyzing the ideological underpinnings of Iran’s support for the Palestinian
cause and the symbolic resistance to Western influence.

Offensive Realism, developed by John Mearsheimer, posits that great powers are
inherently driven to seek hegemony due to the anarchic structure of the international
system. This perspective helps explain the strategic behavior of global actors such as the
U.S. and Russia, who view the crisis in Palestine through the prism of power competition
and geopolitical advantage.

3. Methodology

This is a comparative and analytical study, using a qualitative approach. Data were
collected from official statements, media sources, academic literature, and policy reports.
The foreign policy behavior of six major actors (Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, China,
Russia, and the United States) is analyzed based on discourse analysis and their strategic
objectives in the post-October 7 environment. The study evaluates how identity-driven
narratives (Constructivism) and power-maximization goals (Offensive Realism) shape
state actions.

4. Discussion

Iran: Emphasizes ideological and strategic support for the Palestinian resistance,
portraying the October 7 operation as a symbolic victory. Iran balances its support
through indirect engagement, avoiding direct confrontation with Israel.

Saudi Arabia: Takes a dual stance—supporting Palestinian statehood rhetorically
while seeking normalization with Israel under U.S. mediation. The Al-Agsa Storm has
forced a reassessment of its priorities and leverage in negotiations.
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Turkey: Initially neutral, Turkey’s position evolved into strong condemnation of
Israel. It reframed Hamas as a legitimate resistance movement and used the crisis to
strengthen its regional leadership among Muslim nations.

China: Advocates for peaceful resolution through international diplomacy, promotes
a two-state solution, and maintains neutrality while criticizing Western double standards.

Russia: Adopts a mediatory role while subtly aligning with anti-Western blocs.
Russia uses the conflict to deflect attention from Ukraine and challenge U.S. dominance.

United States: Shows unconditional support for Israel while managing global
pressure for a ceasefire. Despite advocating for humanitarian relief, its policies highlight
a strategic alignment with Israeli security imperatives.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
The study concludes that foreign policy reactions to the Al-Agsa Storm reflect a clash of

identity and interest. Regional and global powers are deeply divided in both discourse
and practice. Iran and Turkey pursue identity-based support aligned with Islamic
solidarity, while Saudi Arabia and China advocate for pragmatic stabilization. The U.S.
and Russia leverage the crisis for strategic advantage.

The ongoing divergence in these foreign policy doctrines underscores the need
for a multilateral diplomatic mechanism rooted in both humanitarian and political
consensus. The paper recommends that:

e Regional actors move toward confidence-building measures to prevent

escalation.

o Global powers adopt a balanced approach that prioritizes justice and security.

e The international community commit to a viable two-state solution as a long-

term resolution framework.

Without addressing the root causes of injustice in Palestine and reconciling the
contradictory doctrines of involved actors, peace in the region will remain elusive.
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