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Abstract

This article, within a discursive framework, examines the articulation of identity
construction in Iran after the Islamic Revolution, with a focus on the discourse of
late nationalism. The Islamic Revolution, as one of the most significant historical
turning points in Iran, paved the way for fundamental transformations in the
country’s political and identity discourses. During this period, various discourses
have sought to define and redefine Iranian national identity. This study, using the
theoretical framework of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory, aims to analyze
the discursive processes and articulations emerging within late nationalism, and to
demonstrate how this discourse has attempted to integrate various identity
elements—religious, historical, and cultural—into a unified narrative. The article
also addresses the discursive challenges and rivalries between late nationalism and
other identity discourses, such as Islamism and radical Westernism. The findings
indicate that, by employing symbols, cultural assets, and historical narratives, this
discourse has been relatively successful in the reproduction of national identity.
However, it still faces challenges in achieving full articulation and broad societal
acceptance. This study, through a descriptive and analytical method, offers a
comprehensive picture of discursive transformations and their impact on the
construction of national identity in post-revolutionary Iran.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The Islamic Revolution of 1979 marked a pivotal turning point in Iran’s modern history,

bringing about deep transformations in the country’s political, cultural, and identity
structures. In the aftermath of the revolution, a variety of political and cultural discourses
have emerged, each attempting to redefine Iranian national identity. Among these, the
discourse of "late nationalism" (melli-gara’1-ye mo’akkar) has gained prominence as it
seeks to articulate a cohesive national narrative that integrates religious, historical, and
cultural elements. This paper explores how this identity discourse has evolved, the
challenges it faces, and its interactions with competing narratives such as Islamism and
radical Westernism. The significance of the study lies in its focus on the mechanisms
through which identity is constructed in post-revolutionary Iran and the discursive
strategies deployed to achieve hegemony.

2. Theoretical framework
The research is grounded in the discourse theory developed by Ernesto Laclau and

Chantal Mouffe. Their approach emphasizes the contingent and constructed nature of
identity and meaning through a process known as "articulation." According to this
framework, identity is not fixed but emerges through hegemonic struggles within
discursive fields. Key concepts such as floating signifiers, nodal points, and chains of
equivalence provide the analytical tools to assess how various identity elements
(religious, cultural, historical) are connected within a dominant discourse. Importantly,
identity is formed not only by what it includes but also by how it excludes and
differentiates itself from the "other" through the process of othering.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, employing qualitative discourse
analysis to examine textual and symbolic representations of identity in Iran after the
revolution. Primary sources include speeches, policy texts, media outputs, and
educational content that reflect the evolving nature of national and religious identity
narratives. The analysis focuses on how signs are articulated to produce meaning, how
nodal points shift over time, and how competing discourses struggle for dominance
within the public sphere. This approach allows for a nuanced understanding of how
identity is dynamically constructed and reconstructed in response to sociopolitical
change.

4. Discussion

The findings indicate that the discourse of late nationalism has attempted to bridge the
gap between Iran’s pre-Islamic heritage and its Islamic revolutionary identity by
integrating symbols, myths, and historical narratives into a common framework. This
discourse seeks to present a unified identity that is simultaneously rooted in Shi‘a Islam,
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national pride, and resistance to Western hegemony. However, it faces significant
challenges from alternative discourses. Islamist narratives emphasize religious authority
and theological legitimacy, while Westernizing discourses prioritize modernization and
global integration. The result is a complex and often tense identity landscape in which
late nationalism must continuously negotiate its position. Despite its relative success in
popularizing certain themes—such as national dignity and cultural authenticity—it
remains contested and incomplete in achieving hegemonic closure.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
This paper concludes that the discourse of late nationalism has played a significant role

in rearticulating Iranian national identity in the post-revolutionary era. By strategically
combining elements of religion, culture, and history, it has offered a partial but
influential framework for understanding "Iranian-ness." Nevertheless, the dynamic and
fragmented nature of Iran’s sociopolitical context necessitates ongoing discursive
negotiation. Future research should explore how younger generations interpret these
identity narratives and whether a more pluralistic or hybrid discourse can emerge. Policy
recommendations include fostering inclusive public debates, re-examining educational
curricula, and encouraging critical engagement with national symbols to strengthen
democratic and identity pluralism.
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