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Abstract 

This research examines the significant role played by Kurdish journalism between 

1898 and 1948 in promoting Sultan Saladin as a Kurdish national symbol. 

Through systematic analysis of Kurdish newspapers and periodicals from this 

period, the study reveals how Kurdish media consistently featured articles, 

images, and various content forms highlighting Saladin's historical significance, 

with the explicit aim of strengthening Kurdish national identity and nationalism. 

The findings demonstrate that across all stages of this fifty-year period, Kurdish 

journalism deliberately employed Saladin's image as a unifying national symbol. 

This was accomplished through diverse journalistic approaches including visual 

representation, editorial content, historical narratives, and opinion pieces. The 

research indicates that Kurdish media during this era functioned primarily as an 

ideological apparatus for nation-building rather than adhering strictly to 

professional journalistic standards. The study concludes that Kurdish journalism's 

consistent portrayal of Saladin contributed significantly to the construction of 

Kurdish national mythology and reinforced nationalist discourse during a critical 

period of identity formation. This historical media analysis provides valuable 

insights into the relationship between journalism, historical symbolism, and the 

development of nationalist movements in the Kurdish context of the early to mid-

20th century. 

Keywords: Kurdish Journalism, Saladin, National Identity, Nationalism, Media 

History, Symbolic Representation. 
 

                                                                                                                                            
1. Ph.D in Political Science, Center for Studies and Research, Parliament of the Kurdistan Region 

of Iraq. 

m.salihaziz@gmail.com 

mailto:m.salihaziz@gmail.com


38 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2025, Vol. 4, Issue 1, pp. 37-72 
 

 

Extended Abstract 

1. Introduction 

This study examines the representation of Saladin Ayyubi (1138�±1193) in Kurdish 

periodicals from 1898 to 1948, a critical period for Kurdish national awakening. Saladin, 

a historical figure of Kurdish origin and a unifying symbol in Islamic and Kurdish 

history, was systematically portrayed in Kurdish media as a national hero. This research 

�D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�V�� �K�R�Z�� �.�X�U�G�L�V�K�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �6�D�O�D�G�L�Q�¶�V�� �L�P�D�J�H to foster Kurdish 

national identity and resist assimilation policies under Ottoman and subsequent Arab-

dominated regimes. The study addresses a gap in scholarly work by focusing on 

�6�D�O�D�G�L�Q�¶�V�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �K�L�V�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �R�U�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�F�K�L�Hvements, 

highlighting the role of print capitalism in shaping modern Kurdish nationalism. 

2. Theoretical Framework 

�7�K�H�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �L�V�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� �%�H�Q�H�G�L�F�W�� �$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �W�K�H�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �,�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V����
which emphasizes the role of print media in constructing national identity. Kurdish 

periodicals functioned as ideological tools to create a shared historical narrative and 

cultural consciousness among Kurds. The study also draws on discourse analysis to 

decode how Saladin was depicted as a symbol of Kurdish valor, Islamic piety, and 

political unity. Key concepts include: 

�x National Symbolism: Saladin as a mobilizing figure for Kurdish 

nationalism. 

�x Print Capitalism: The role of newspapers and journals in standardizing 

language and promoting nationalist discourse. 

�x Historical-�'�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H�� �5�H�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���� �5�H�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J�� �6�D�O�D�G�L�Q�¶�V�� �.�X�U�G�L�V�K�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\��
from Arab-Ottoman narratives. 

3. Methodology 

The study employs qualitative content analysis and historical-discursive analysis of 

Kurdish periodicals from 1898 to 1948. Primary sources include: 

�x Key publications: Kurdistan (Cairo, 1898), Rojî Kurd (Istanbul, 1913), 

Hawar (Damascus, 1932�±1943), and Gelawej (Baghdad, 1939�±1949). 

�x Secondary sources: Historical texts, biographies, and academic works on 

Kurdish nationalism. 

The analysis focuses on: 

�x Visual representations (images, icons). 

�x Editorial content, historical narratives, and opinion pieces. 

�x Linguistic and rhetorical strategies used to link Saladin to Kurdish identity. 


