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Abstract

The establishment of the BRICS group in 2009 in Russia, and its subsequent
expansion with the accession of South Africa, reflects the efforts of emerging powers
to create an alternative to the financial and political institutions derived from the
Bretton Woods system. By leveraging their economic, demographic, and geopolitical
capacities, the members of this organization seek to weaken the structural monopoly of
Western institutions over the international financial system and to establish
independent mechanisms in monetary, banking, and development domains. From this
perspective, BRICS can be considered a prominent example of institutional resistance
by emerging powers against the dominant liberal order and an endeavor toward a
gradual transition to a multipolar world system. The Islamic Republic of Iran was
officially recognized as a BRICS member in January 2024. Its distancing from the
West prompted Iran to pursue preferential trade agreements and economic
convergence with regional countries. However, previously, the Eurasian triangle of
BRICS—namely Russia, India, and China—was a key factor in preventing Iran’s
membership in this international organization. By keeping Iran outside BRICS, these
countries sought to maintain secure conditions in political and economic arenas, as the
sanctions imposed on Iran had previously hindered its ability to implement its policies
effectively. The central research question of this study is: What potential benefits does
Iran’s membership in BRICS provide for Russia, and how has Iran’s distancing from
the West advantaged the Eurasian triangle, particularly Russia? The research
hypothesis posits that Iran’s membership in BRICS primarily increases its distance
from Western markets, which constitutes significant economic and geopolitical
benefits for Russia. This article aims to examine Russia’s objectives regarding Iran’s
BRICS membership through the lens of Offensive Realism, employing an analytical-
descriptive research methodology.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The formation of BRICS in 2009, with South Africa joining later, reflects the efforts of
emerging powers to create an alternative to the Bretton Woods-based financial and
political order. By leveraging their economic, demographic, and geopolitical strengths,
BRICS members aim to reduce the dominance of Western institutions over the global
financial system and establish independent mechanisms in monetary, banking, and
development spheres. The U.S. withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal in 2018 marked a
turning point for Iran’s engagement with the international community, intensifying
economic isolation and prompting the exit of foreign investors. In response, Iran has
sought to diversify its international partnerships and strengthen multilateral cooperation
with non-Western powers. Its participation in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and pursuit of BRICS membership are viewed as strategic moves to mitigate
vulnerabilities arising from Western hegemony and unilateral sanctions. This study
addresses the question: What potential benefits does Iran’s BRICS membership bring to
Russia, and how does distancing from the West advantage the Eurasian core of the
institution, particularly Russia? The hypothesis is that Iran’s involvement in BRICS
primarily increases its distance from Western markets, which in turn strengthens
Russia’s position against the liberal Western order.

2. Theoretical Framework

Realism, as one of the most prominent approaches in international relations, consistently
seeks to explain the nature of global politics based on power, survival, and the logic of
anarchy. Among the branches of realism, Offensive Realism, most closely associated
with the works of John Mearsheimer, posits that states, in an anarchic international
environment, strive not only for survival but also to maximize their relative power.
Offensive realism provides an analytical framework that illustrates how BRICS has
become a stage for great power competition and how Russia has been able to leverage
the circumstances of Iran’s sanctions and isolation to enhance its own relative power.
Within this framework, Iran’s membership in BRICS is understood not as a sign of equal
cooperation, but rather as part of Russia’s offensive strategy against the West.

3. Methodology

The present study, from a methodological perspective, falls within the category of
descriptive—analytical research. The main objective of this approach is to first identify
and describe the phenomena and concepts related to the research topic based on reliable
sources, and then to explain their dimensions and interrelations through logical and
analytical reasoning. In terms of data nature, this study is considered qualitative. In this
process, the researcher employs qualitative content analysis and interpretative techniques
to address the research questions.
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Regarding its purpose, the present study is classified as applied—developmental
research, as it aims not only to deepen theoretical knowledge but also to provide a clearer
understanding of Russia’s objectives regarding Iran’s membership in BRICS.

4. Discussion

The findings indicate that Russia strategically leverages BRICS to counter Western
influence and dominance in the global order. Following its invasion of Ukraine and the
imposition of extensive Western sanctions, Moscow has increasingly relied on BRICS to
diversify its economic and trade relations and to alleviate external pressures. A key
initiative has been promoting the use of local currencies in trade among BRICS
members, reducing reliance on the U.S. dollar and strengthening alliances among anti-
Western states. In addition, Russia, alongside China, actively supports the expansion of
BRICS membership to countries such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates, aiming to consolidate a bloc of states opposing Western dominance. This
expansion not only enhances the economic power of BRICS but also increases Russia’s
political weight in the international system. The 2024 BRICS summit, chaired by Russia,
underscored Moscow’s intention to develop BRICS into a bloc with greater geopolitical
and economic capacity. Within the framework of Offensive Realism, these
developments suggest that Russia is not merely seeking survival; rather, it is pursuing
regional hegemony and aiming to play a decisive role in shaping a multipolar global
order. Iran’s membership in BRICS, therefore, presents Russia with a dual opportunity:
mitigating Western sanctions’ impact while strengthening an anti-U.S. hegemony bloc.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

Iran’s membership in BRICS and its focus on developing economic relations with
emerging countries has been pursued primarily as a strategy to counter Western
sanctions, enabling Iran to expand trade within non-Western economic blocs and
alleviate the economic pressures imposed by sanctions. In fact, the main motivation for
Iran’s participation in BRICS is to broaden its trading markets, which have been
restricted at various points due to sanctions. However, Offensive Realism emphasizes
that international actors are always seeking to enhance their power and neutralize
potential threats. In this context, Russia, as one of the dominant powers within BRICS,
continuously acts to consolidate its regional influence while limiting Iran’s independent
capacities. Simultaneously, Russia aims to strengthen its hegemony over the Eastern
bloc. By leveraging Iran’s membership in BRICS, Russia seeks to tether Iran more
firmly to the Eastern axis, thereby restricting Iran’s ability to rebuild economic and
diplomatic relations with European countries. From the perspective of Offensive
Realism, such behavior is predictable, as great powers strive to expand their influence
and safeguard their interests, preventing smaller actors from independently increasing
their power. Consequently, Iran’s cooperation with Russia and China may yield short-
term benefits, such as expanded trade and increased Eastern investment, but it
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simultaneously increases the risk of strategic dependence on more powerful states and
limits Iran’s strategic flexibility in engaging with the West. Iran’s closeness to Russia
also carries geopolitical implications. Bilateral interactions, particularly regarding
regional issues like the Ukraine crisis and broader regional competitions, may position
Iran in a situation that indirectly conflicts with the West. According to Offensive
Realism, international relations remain a domain of power competition and national
security, requiring states to continuously pursue strategies that secure their interests and
safety against more powerful actors. Therefore, Iran’s economic and diplomatic
development within BRICS and through relations with Russia and China, if pursued
without balance and careful consideration of the West, may jeopardize its long-term
national interests. A smart combination of regional policies, engaging the East via
BRICS while maintaining communication channels with the West, can place Iran in a
stronger position. Such a strategy, in line with the logic of Offensive Realism, allows
Iran to increase its relative power, retain flexibility and responsiveness to external
threats, and manage the economic and diplomatic pressures arising from shifts in other
powers’ policies. Ultimately, achieving sustainable economic growth and security
requires Iran to adopt a policy based on balance of power and the enhancement of its
relative capabilities.
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