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Abstract 
The collapse of the Iraqi regime occurred as an objective reality resulting from an 

exogenous shock delivered by American-led coalition forces. This event presented an 

opportunity for transformation and the realization of formative mechanisms to build a 

new, democratic Iraq for its society and new elites. However, instability within the 

identity system and a rupture in its constituent structures led to the imposition of 

sectarianism as an undeniable reality onto Iraq's political and security apparatus. 

Fueled by the non-national and non-civil nature of interactions and demands made by 

actors within the country's political sphere, this factor was progressively strengthened 

and amplified over time. This research aims to decipher the patterns and elements 

governing the interactions and agency of various Iraqi actors based on sectarianism 

and to scrutinize the role and impact of this factor on Iraq's national security in the 

post-Saddam era. Consequently, the main research question is: How has sectarianism 

weakened national security in post-Saddam Iraq (2003-2024)? In response, the 

proposed hypothesis is that political, religious, and ethnic sectarianism in Iraq during 

the period (2003-2024) has fueled an identity crisis, caused a lack of consensus among 

political forces, and facilitated foreign intervention, thereby becoming a factor that 

weakens Iraq's national security. The findings of the study indicate that sectarianism 

has laid the groundwork for legal, political, and economic conflicts in Iraq. This, in 

turn, has led to institutional inefficiency, the rise of terrorism, corruption, and the 

intervention of external actors, thereby jeopardizing Iraq's national security. This 

research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Data was gathered 

through the note-taking technique from available Persian and English sources and 

texts, including academic research and studies from libraries and electronic databases. 

Data analysis was performed using content analysis. 
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