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Abstract

Iraq's Development Road Initiative is a key commercial and transit corridor aimed at
redefining the country's geopolitical position in the Middle East. This article seeks to analyze
the role of this initiative in facilitating Iraq's transition from the geopolitics of crisis to the
geopolitics of interdependence and in strengthening the prospect of its regional agency. The
research poses the following question: "How can Iraq's Development Road Initiative redefine
Iraq's geopolitical dynamics and enhance its regional agency?" Using the method of causal
inference and the theoretical framework of transition from the geopolitics of crisis to the
geopolitics of interdependence, the study demonstrates that the Development Road, by
creating shared economic interests, has the potential to transform Iraq into a regional transit
hub and a pivot of cooperation. Furthermore, as a manifestation of interdependence, this
initiative has the capacity to overcome internal and international crises through the
accumulation of capital and integration into a development trajectory, by generating joint
foreign investments and positioning itself as a central corridor for the transfer of goods from
South and Southeast Asia to Europe. Nevertheless, the success of this transition and the
strengthening of Iraq's regional agency depend on domestic reforms such as combating
systemic corruption and political instability, securing broad participation from regional actors,
and managing international rivalries.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Over the past decade, the international system has undergone profound
transformations. During this transitional period, a fundamental shift has become
evident: the traditional security-oriented approach, rooted in military power, is
gradually giving way to an emphasis on economic security. Driven by
globalization and the intensification of economic interdependence, these
developments are steering states away from military confrontation and toward
the strengthening of trade and economic cooperation. Iraq, like other countries
in the Persian Gulf region, cannot afford to remain an exception to these
dynamics. Having been entangled in geopolitical crises for years, it now faces
an opportunity to redefine its position within the region and the broader
international system. The country is gradually attempting to move from a logic
of crisis geopolitics toward one of interdependence geopolitics, by adopting a
more active economic role and pursuing cooperative projects. At the heart of
this strategic reorientation lies the Development Road Initiative — a major
infrastructure project designed to connect the Grand Faw Port on the Persian
Gulf to Turkey and Europe via a 1,200-kilometer corridor. By creating shared
interests with neighboring countries and strengthening economic ties, the
initiative aims to reduce tensions and crises. This study analyzes the role of the
Development Road Initiative in shaping Iraq’s regional agency. Accordingly, it
poses the following question: How can the Development Road Initiative
redefine Iraq’s geopolitical dynamics and enhance its prospects for regional
agency in the transition from crisis geopolitics to interdependence geopolitics?
Employing a qualitative methodology with a causal inference approach, and
drawing on official documents and international reports, the study examines the
economic, political, and social dimensions of the initiative.

2. Theoretical Framework
Economic corridors, when they acquire sufficient geopolitical weight, can
function as agents that facilitate a country’s transition from crisis geopolitics to
interdependence. In this process, such corridors reshape the geopolitical
conditions of a crisis-ridden state through four interrelated mechanisms:

1. Tension reduction through the creation of shared economic interests;

2. Strengthening of transnational cooperation via infrastructure development;

3. Transformation of geographical and temporal perceptions;

4. Institutionalization of joint cooperation.

The theoretical framework of this paper is thus predicated on the necessity of
understanding phenomena within the context of the shift from crisis geopolitics
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to interdependence geopolitics. Within this framework, economic corridors —
by acquiring geopolitical weight — act as transformative agents, steering states
away from crisis-prone dynamics and toward interdependence. This lens
provides a comprehensive perspective for analyzing Iraq’s Development Road
Initiative. On one hand, crisis geopolitics foregrounds the constraints on
cooperation within an unstable region; on the other, interdependence geopolitics
reveals the potential of trade corridors to create sustainable linkages. By
leveraging economic interests, security cooperation, and regionalism, the
Development Road can reposition Iraq from a hub of crisis into a center of
regional cooperation.

3. Discussion

The Development Road Initiative is an infrastructural project aimed at creating
an extensive network of transport, trade, and economic cooperation links with
neighboring countries. It has been introduced as both a strategy for economic
reconstruction and a means of redefining Iraq’s geopolitical role. In recent
years, the initiative has captured the attention of regional policymakers and
analysts — and for good reason. Its significance extends far beyond the
improvement of physical infrastructure. At its core, the initiative holds the
potential to forge economic and political linkages capable of reducing
geopolitical tensions and strengthening interdependence between Iraq and its
regional partners. The concept of interdependence geopolitics rests on the
premise that economic cooperation and shared interests can replace destructive
rivalries and enhance regional stability. However, the success of Iraq’s
Development Road Initiative depends on overcoming a series of formidable
challenges, including political instability, security obstacles, and the
complexities of regional diplomacy. By creating shared economic interests, the
Development Road can transform Iraq into a regional transit hub and a pivot of
cooperation. Moreover, as a tangible manifestation of interdependence, the
initiative — through the attraction of joint foreign investments — has the
capacity to position Iraq as a center for the transit of goods from South and
Southeast Asia to Europe. Through capital accumulation and sustained
development, Iraq may gradually overcome both domestic and international
crises.

4. Conclusion

The Development Road Initiative presents a historic opportunity to strengthen
the perspective of Iraq’s regional agency and to facilitate the country’s transition
from crisis geopolitics to interdependence geopolitics. By transforming Iraq into
a transit hub and a connecting link for trade between South and Southeast Asia
and Europe, the initiative can create shared economic interests, reduce regional
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tensions, and elevate Iraq’s status as an active and influential actor in the
emerging order of the Middle East. The research findings indicate that the
Development Road can enhance Iraq’s regional agency through four main
indicators: transregional trade, joint foreign investment, management of
regional crises, and domestic capital accumulation. Nevertheless, the realization
of this vision is contingent upon three fundamental conditions:

e Serious domestic reforms: Effective anti-corruption measures, improved
governance, resolution of the dispute with the Kurdistan Region, and a
reduction in sectarian tensions;

e Securing broad regional participation: Particularly the active involvement
of neighboring countries, including Iran, Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar.

e Intelligent management of international rivalries: Especially maintaining
a strategic balance between major powers such as the United States and

China.
Should these conditions be met, the likelihood of Iraq emerging from its
cycle of crisis will not only increase — the country will also transform into a

pivot of peace, development, and regional cooperation, thereby reclaiming its
historic status as the commercial crossroads of the Middle East. The success of
the Development Road, more than a technical or purely economic undertaking,
represents a critical test of Iraq’s political will and its capacity for regional
agency in the 21st century.
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Iragis await completion of Tiirkiye-led
Development Road project

‘Spanning from the Persian Gulf to southeastern Tiirkiye, the road and rail project
is poised to impact a wide area including Europe and the Gulf countries

FAna TURKIYE
« Connects Persian Gulf to Europe via
Tirkiye “Van

- Shortens distance between China,
Europe compared to sea route via <
Suez Canal e

First phase A LLLLED
GRAND AL-FAW PORT
« Target to become largest port + Iraq aims to shorten travel times
in Middle East between Asia and Europe via Turkiye
. oo b with the first phase of the project, the
:éaznsned Tor compistion Grand Al-Faw Port, and become a

transit center

= 745-mile (1,200-kilometer)
railway, road connecting port === Railway
to Tlrkiye expected to cost w— Road S h
$17 billion ==z [ Grand Al-Faw Port
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