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Abstract

This article investigates the developments in Syria since 2011, providing an in-depth analysis
of the intricate relationship between its political economy and the collapse of the state.
Following the eruption and persistence of social and political unrest, Syria’s economy, like
other sectors, endured severe and extensive damage, culminating in the disintegration of
governmental structures and the exacerbation of existing social, economic, political, and
security cleavages. While initially, despite significant territorial losses and severe
vulnerabilities, the survival of the ruling regime was maintained, December 8, 2024, marked a
pivotal turning point in the nation’s history. The rapid expansion of rebel and opposition
forces’ positions and their substantial advances in less than 12 days ultimately led to the
downfall of the 54-year rule of the Assad family. The primary objective of this research is to
critically examine and assess the profound impact of the war-induced economic crisis on
Syria’s political dynamics and power configurations. The central research question is: How
did the economic collapse precipitated by the war lead to the systematic weakening and
ultimate disintegration of state structures, profound political transformations, and the eventual
demise of the regime in Syria? In response, this study hypothesizes that the war-induced
economic crisis — through the multifaceted processes of eroding the state’s political
legitimacy, fostering crony capitalism, institutionalizing structural corruption, generating
rampant inflation, diminishing financial capacities, obliterating vital infrastructure, and
fueling widespread public discontent — significantly intensified political instability and
deepened social divisions, thereby directly precipitating the collapse of the state. This
research employs an explanatory methodology, drawing upon meticulously collected data
from comprehensive library resources and specialized academic websites.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the onset of protest movements in the Arab world in 2011, demonstrations
in Syria began when several students wrote protest slogans in public spaces,
leading to their arrest and sparking widespread unrest. The government's
repressive response exacerbated tensions, fuelling the expansion of protests and
ultimately triggering a prolonged civil war. However, popular support, the
resilience of the army, and the backing of international allies enabled the Assad
regime to achieve relative stability from 2016 onward. Despite this, the
protracted conflict profoundly transformed Syria's political, social, and
economic structures, with the dynamic between the war-torn economy and
political changes being particularly striking. The war not only devastated Syria's
political system but also dismantled its economic foundations. This economic
collapse directly impacted Syria's political framework, culminating in late 2024
when, in less than twelve days, rebel forces captured key cities and regions
under government control. On December 8, 2024, the fall of Damascus was
declared, marking the end of the 54-year rule of the Assad family. The primary
objective of this article is to provide a precise and comprehensive assessment of
the interplay between Syria's war-torn economy and political transformations,
aiming to deepen the understanding of war's long-term impacts on state collapse
by examining the relationship between economic conditions and political
changes.

2. Theoretical Framework

Natural states can be categorized into three types: fragile, basic, and mature. In
fragile natural states, governments struggle to manage violence when
confronted with it. Internal commitments within the ruling coalition are unstable
and subject to rapid change. The fragility of the coalition means that minor
shifts in member status can disrupt its cohesion, often leading to violent
confrontations and the formation of new alliances. In such states, politics is
essentially synonymous with war, and the economy is deeply intertwined with
political power. Economic privileges are distributed to incentivize stability
within the coalition, while resources are often acquired through military strength
or political influence. Under these conditions, dominant coalitions establish
mechanisms to support rent-seeking organizations, creating systems for wealth
distribution within their ranks. This fosters crony capitalism, an economic
system where success depends on connections to political authorities. In crony
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capitalism, wealth accumulation stems not from market competition but from
monopolistic practices and political exploitation, stifling the development of an
independent, efficient economy. This section examines the role of political-
economic coalitions and crony capitalism during the Syrian war, analyzing how
wartime conditions and crony capitalism mutually reinforced the crisis of
legitimacy and state collapse.

3. Methodology

This research employs an explanatory methodology to analyze the interplay
between Syria's economy and politics from the civil war's onset to the
government's collapse. It assesses how economic and political factors
perpetuated and intensified existing crises. Data collection is library-based,
relying on academic and specialized sources.

3. Discussion

The 2011 wuprising against Bashar al-Assad, met with brutal government
repression, escalated into a prolonged civil war. The conflict claimed at least
500,000 lives and displaced half of Syria's population. Economic indicators
plummeted, with GDP declining by 54% between 2010 and 2021, and an
estimated 90% of Syrians now live in poverty. The war devastated
infrastructure—electricity — grids, water systems, roads, and transportation
networks—while severely disrupting industrial production. The currency's
unprecedented devaluation and soaring unemployment worsened the crisis.
Additionally, systemic corruption became a defining feature of wartime politics.
While most Syrians lived in poverty, a small elite enriched itself through
government rents and illicit trade. Bribery became widespread due to economic
desperation, low wages, and state failure to curb corruption. By 2019, the Assad
regime increasingly relied on loyal war profiteers to bypass legal channels.
Years of conflict left infrastructure in ruins, and the absence of public services
crippled daily life. Meanwhile, the ruling family and their associates amassed
wealth through illegal means. As regime legitimacy eroded, public and military
support waned, culminating in the Assad dynasty's downfall after 54 years.

4. Conclusion

The 2011 wupheavals in Syria triggered a complex and far-reaching crisis,
affecting all aspects of life. Thirteen years of war destroyed critical
infrastructure, leaving the economy in ruins. Currency collapse, hyperinflation,
and the breakdown of essential services made survival difficult for millions.
Despite these conditions, political and economic elites exploited their positions



110 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2026, Vol. 5, Issue 1, pp. 107-136

through rent-seeking, smuggling, and corruption. The government's inability to
address the crisis, coupled with crony capitalism, fuelled public distrust and
eroded regime legitimacy. By 2024, neither the populace nor the military was
willing to defend the government, leading to its rapid collapse. Unlike the war's
early stages—when popular and foreign support sustained the regime—its final
days saw complete abandonment, sealing the fate of Assad's rule.
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