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Abstract

This study conducts a detailed investigation into the feasibility of convergence and divergence
within the complex bilateral relationship between Iran and Turkey, utilizing the theoretical
framework established by Cantori and Spiegel. Given the pivotal and often decisive role these
two nations play in shaping the geopolitical, economic, and cultural dynamics of the Middle
East and the Caucasus, a comprehensive and nuanced analysis of their interactions is of
paramount importance for understanding regional stability. The research employs a robust
descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing extensively on data collected from a wide array
of library and archival sources to ensure a well-rounded perspective. The findings reveal that
Iran-Turkey relations are not monolithic but are instead influenced by a multifaceted and
often contradictory set of factors. These include their strategic geographical positioning,
intertwined economic interests, deep-rooted cultural-religious interactions, and frequently
divergent security policies. On one hand, pragmatic cooperation in critical areas such as
energy security, bilateral trade, and joint counter-terrorism initiatives fosters significant
convergence. This is underpinned by a growing mutual economic interdependence,
particularly in the fields of natural gas exports and the transit of goods, which positions Iran
and Turkey as inevitable strategic partners with substantial shared interests. Exogenous
factors, most notably Turkey’s membership in NATO and its strategic alignment with the
Republic of Azerbaijan, especially during conflicts such as the Nagorno-Karabakh issue,
further exacerbate this divergence and create recurring points of friction. The study ultimately
underscores the existence of a fragile and constantly shifting balance between forces of
convergence and divergence, a balance that is continuously shaped and reshaped by evolving
regional and global developments. By providing policymakers with this nuanced
understanding, the research aims to enable the formulation of effective strategies that can
enhance regional cooperation, leveraging existing opportunities to strengthen ties and
contribute to lasting stability.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In today’s interconnected and rapidly evolving global system, foreign policies
of nations are influenced by a complex array of challenges and opportunities.
Countries do not exist in isolation; their strategies are deeply affected by
external conditions, and overlooking these factors can lead to misinformed
analyses. Turkey’s strategic location at the crossroads of Asia and Europe,
coupled with its control over critical waterways like the Dardanelles and
Bosporus, positions it as a pivotal regional actor. Its NATO membership and
aspirations to join the European Union further enhance its global role. Similarly,
Iran, with its significant presence in the Middle East and Central Asia,
maintains intricate relations with neighboring states. This study seeks to answer
the central question: “What are the convergent and divergent factors in Iran-
Turkey relations?” Understanding these dynamics is essential for crafting
effective foreign policies, particularly as Iran seeks to leverage economic
opportunities such as energy corridors and address geopolitical rivalries.
Consensus-based relations, thriving on shared interests and minimal conflicts,
offer a pathway to stability. This research aims to provide a detailed analysis to
guide policymakers in navigating these complex interactions.

2. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the feasibility
of convergence and divergence in Iran-Turkey relations. The methodology is
designed to provide a systematic and detailed exploration of the subject, relying
heavily on library-documentary research methods. Data were meticulously
gathered from a wide range of credible sources, including peer-reviewed
scientific  articles, official government reports, historical documents, and
international databases. This approach allows for a thorough analysis of
qualitative and quantitative information, facilitating the identification of
patterns, trends, and causal relationships among the variables under study. The
process involved reviewing literature on geopolitical strategies, economic
interactions, and cultural exchanges between the two nations, with a focus on
the theoretical framework of Cantori and Spiegel. The data collection was
conducted over an extended period to ensure comprehensiveness, with cross-
referencing to validate findings. This method enhances the reliability of the
analysis by grounding it in empirical evidence and scholarly consensus. The
study’s structure enables a clear delineation of research processes, ensuring that
the conclusions drawn are both robust and reproducible, thus providing a solid
foundation for the subsequent sections on findings and discussion.
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3. Discussion

The research findings reveal a complex interplay of factors influencing Iran-
Turkey relations. Socially and culturally, convergence is evident among Turkic
and Kurdish populations, though ethnic proximity occasionally sparks
divergence due to security concerns. Religiously, shared Islamic values are
tempered by Shiite-Sunni differences, creating a mixed dynamic. Economically,
complementary structures and energy trade—such as Iran’s $4.16 billion export
to Turkey in 2022—drive convergence, yet competition in transit routes
introduces divergence. Politically, ideological contrasts (Iran’s theocracy vs.
Turkey’s secularism) and organizational affiliations (e.g, NATO vs. ECO)
reflect both cooperation and rivalry. Communication channels, including
tourism (211,000 Iranian visitors to Turkey in 2023) and media collaborations,
bolster ties, while power disparities—Turkey’s $1.12 trillion GDP compared to
Iran’s $404.6 billion—highlight economic imbalances. Militarily, the absence
of joint exercises underscores competitive tendencies. These findings, derived
from documentary analysis, illustrate a relationship marked by both synergy and
tension. The data suggest that while economic and cultural links offer
opportunities for collaboration, geopolitical and ideological differences pose
significant challenges. This multifaceted dynamic necessitates a nuanced
approach to policy formulation.

4. Conclusion

The analysis confirms that Iran-Turkey relations are characterized by a blend of
convergence and divergence, shaped by economic, political, security, and
cultural factors. Economic synergy, particularly in energy and trade, alongside
cultural exchanges and security cooperation against terrorism, fosters
convergence. However, ideological differences, regional power struggles—such
as in Syria and Azerbaijan—and ethnic tensions, especially regarding the
Kurdish issue, drive divergence. Turkey’s NATO alignment and Iran’s strategic
ties with Russia and China further complicate the landscape. These findings
align with the Cantori and Spiegel framework, highlighting how quality of
relations and power imbalances influence outcomes. The study suggests that
while opportunities for collaboration exist, unresolved tensions require careful
management. Policy recommendations include enhancing economic diplomacy
through energy and transit projects, leveraging cultural ties via tourism and
media, and strengthening security pacts to address mutual threats. Establishing
diplomatic mechanisms to mediate disputes could promote stability. In
conclusion, despite its complexity, the relationship holds potential for greater
convergence with strategic planning. This research underscores the importance
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of tailored foreign policy strategies to harness opportunities and mitigate risks,
offering a roadmap for future bilateral engagement.
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