Y0 A,
Q
),
e
T intes

T, Online ISSN : 2821-2444 Political Studies Jowrnal RAZI UNIVERSITY

The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on
Enhancing China's Geo-Economic Influence in West Asia

Fereshte Mirhoseini®

Abstract

Launched in 2013 with the aim of reconstructing global trade routes, China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) stands as one of the most significant geoeconomic undertakings of the
twenty-first century, and, after more than a decade, has become a cornerstone of efforts to
redefine patterns of power within the international system. From a geopolitical perspective,
West Asia occupies a pivotal position in realizing the objectives of this initiative. Utilizing
Power Transition Theory and adopting a geoeconomic approach, this research aims to
examine the dimensions of China’s expanding influence in West Asia through the BRI from
2013 to 2026. According to the article’s hypothesis, the expansion of the BRI in West Asia
through its geoeconomic dimensions contributes to a power transition from traditional actors,
particularly the United States, toward China, thereby redefining the regional balance of
power. Employing a descriptive-analytical method within a qualitative paradigm, this study
relies on documentary research, the analysis of foreign policy documents, and recent data
from international organizations and reputable think tanks to investigate China’s increasing
geoeconomic role in West Asia between 2013 and 2026. The findings indicate that the BRI
has evolved into a sophisticated instrument for expanding China’s geopolitical influence in
the region. Furthermore, China’s comprehensive strategic partnerships with regional states are
strategically significant for balancing against U.S. influence. Notably, China’s mediation that
contributed to the restoration of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia in March 2023, and
its emerging role in responding to and managing regional conflicts, exemplified by the
response to the U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran in February 2026, underscore Beijing’s rising
capacity to engage in the management of regional disputes within the broader framework of
the Belt and Road Initiative.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

China’'s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched in 2013 with the goal of
reconstructing global trade routes, stands as one of the 21st century's largest
geoeconomic initiatives. Over the past decade, it has evolved into a platform for
redefining global power dynamics. From a geopolitical perspective, West Asia
holds a central position in realizing the BRI's objectives. This research aims to
examine, through the lens of Power Transition Theory and a geoeconomic
approach, the expansion of China's influence via the BRI and its impact on the
power structure in West Asia from 2013 to 2026. According to the research
hypothesis, the expansion of China's BRI in West Asia leads to a geoeconomic
power transition from traditional actors (the United States) toward China and a
redefinition of the regional balance of power. The present study employs a
descriptive-analytical method  within a qualitative  paradigm, based on
documentary studies and up-to-date data from international institutions and
reputable think tanks, to investigate China's growing geoeconomic power in
West Asia (2013-2026). The findings indicate that the BRI has become an
instrument for enhancing China's geopolitical influence in West Asia. China's
"Comprehensive Strategic Partnerships" with regional countries hold strategic
importance in balancing U.S. influence in the region. Furthermore, China's
mediation in restoring Iran-Saudi Arabia relations (March 2023) reflects
Beijing's emerging role in regional conflict management within the BRI
framework.

2. Theoretical Framework

Power Transition Theory, pioneered by Organski (1958), conceptualizes the
international system as a hierarchy governed by a dominant hegemon that
establishes the status quo. The theory posits that as an emerging power
accumulates capabilities, it may challenge the existing order, particularly if it
perceives the prevailing systemic rules as detrimental to its interests. The nature
of this transition, whether it results in peaceful integration or systemic conflict,
is primarily determined by the challenger's level of satisfaction with the
prevailing international order. This process unfolds through distinct stages,
ranging from the achievement of power parity to the potential replacement of
the incumbent leader. Within this framework, China's rapid economic
expansion, rising  military  expenditures, and advances in  cutting-edge
technologies, such as artificial intelligence and quantum sciences, position it as
a significant challenger to U.S. hegemony, signaling a profound shift in the
global distribution of power. The rivalry between the U.S. and China— rooted
in competing models of political governance, economic development, and
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visions of world order— has intensified, with many analysts now speaking of
the emergence of a Beijing Consensus in contrast to the Washington Consensus.

3. Methodology

This article addresses its central research question through library-based
data collection and a descriptive-analytical approach to the examination and
interpretation of the subject matter. The study relies on documentary
sources, including academic literature, official documents, reports from
international institutions, and relevant online sources. Data analysis was
conducted wusing a qualitative approach, comparing findings with key
propositions of Power Transition Theory.

4. Discussion

West Asia is situated at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and Europe, with access
to the Mediterranean, Red, Arabian, and Black Seas. Vital chokepoints such as
the Bosphorus, the Dardanelles, Bab el-Mandeb, and the Strait of Hormuz play
a key role in global energy transit and the connectivity network associated with
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Consequently, the region holds a strategic
position due to the convergence of the BRI’s land and maritime components.
China’s geoeconomic strategy seeks to align the BRI with local development
initiatives, such as the national visions and development strategies of Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar, to strengthen regional connectivity and cooperation.
Within the framework of Power Transition Theory, the BRI serves as a critical
instrument through which China seeks to expand its influence in West Asia,
thereby posing a significant challenge to the liberal order and Western
economic predominance. The United States, moreover, frequently interprets the
BRI as evidence of China’s growing capacity to challenge its regional and
global influence. Ultimately, the geoeconomic expansion associated with the
BRI suggests China’s increasing need to assume broader responsibilities and
extend its security presence beyond its borders.

5. Conclusion

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has transcended its economic origins to
become a central instrument in China’s challenge to the U.S.-led liberal order,
facilitating a shift toward regional multipolarity. Within the framework of
Power Transition Theory, the intensifying Sino-American competition in
economic and technological spheres has encouraged Beijing to move beyond its
traditional policy of non-interference toward a more active role in regional
diplomacy and mediation, as evidenced by its role in the Saudi-lranian
rapprochement.  Within this geopolitical reconfiguration, Iran emerges as a
pivotal strategic hub due to its control of and proximity to vital energy and
transit corridors. The China-lran strategic partnership functions as a critical
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balancing mechanism, potentially enhancing Iran’s political autonomy while
securing China’s energy interests. However, to maximize this strategic window,
Iran must adopt a multidimensional approach, including efforts to transform
itself into a vital transit hub within global supply chains to strengthen its
strategic value to China, while simultaneously navigating the Sino-American
rivalry to attract diversified investment without falling into economic
dependency. Iran’s capacity to strategically position itself within this shifting
global architecture will therefore shape its ability to protect and advance its
national interests in the emerging international order.
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