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Abstract

This descriptive-analytical study employs a survey method to investigate the level of
inclination toward democratic values among citizens of Wasit Province, Iraq, and the factors
influencing it. The statistical population consisted of all citizens of Wasit Province,
numbering 1,415,034 people, and the sample size was estimated at 600 using Cochran's
formula. A researcher-made questionnaire was used for data collection. The validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by expert professors, and its reliability was established using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient, which yielded a value of 0.893. Data analysis was performed
using SPSS-26 and LISREL-9.According to the findings, the overall mean inclination toward
democratic values was 3.33, indicating a moderate level. This inclination was higher in urban
areas than in rural areas, and in the city of Kut, the provincial capital, it was higher than in
other counties. Participation in political parties (0.164), participation in civil society
institutions (0.182), and the weakening of tradition and tribalism (0.121) had positive effects
on this inclination. The direct effect of participation in civil society institutions was 30.55%,
and its indirect effect through the weakening of tribalism was 18.50%. The direct effect of
participation in political parties was 21.2%, and its indirect effect was 8.50%.With the
stabilization and strengthening of economic and social development in Irag and Wasit
Province, it can be expected that citizens will show a greater inclination toward democratic
values, and alongside this development, traditional values will weaken and democratic values
will be reinforced.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Democracy is a system of government based on political participation, equality, civil
liberties, human rights, free elections, accountability, transparency, and the rule of
law. Although democratic institutions are essential, historical experience shows that
social, cultural, economic, and political conditions jointly shape the development
and consolidation of democracy. Iraq continues to be characterized by traditional,
tribal, sectarian, and kinship-based structures that influence political decision-
making, social relations, and citizens’ political behavior. These structures may
constrain the development and internalization of democratic values. Tribes remain
influential in local and national politics, while tribal leaders may enjoy considerable
public trust relative to formal political institutions.

Wasit Province provides an important context for examining these dynamics
because tribal affiliations and traditional social relations continue to influence
political and social behavior. Therefore, understanding citizens’ orientation toward
democratic values is important for assessing the prospects for democratic
development and social modernization in the province. This study examines the
level of citizens’ orientation toward democratic values in Wasit Province and
investigates the effects of modernization-related and participatory factors, including
participation in civil institutions and political parties, employment in the industrial
and service sectors, urbanization, education, and the weakening of traditionalism
and tribalism. It also examines whether participation in civil society organizations
and political parties has indirect effects on democratic orientations through the
weakening of tribal ties.

2. Theoretical Framework

Lipset’s modernization theory emphasizes the relationship between economic
development and democracy. According to this theory, economic growth,
urbanization, the expansion of education and literacy, increased employment
opportunities, and the emergence of a middle class provide the social and structural
conditions conducive to democracy. Economic and social development increases the
complexity of society and expands modern institutions, thereby strengthening
political participation and support for democratic values. Inglehart and Welzel, in
their theory of modernization and democracy, emphasize the role of self-expression
values. They argue that social and economic development promotes values such as
freedom, tolerance, and participation, which, in turn, create conditions for the
emergence and consolidation of democratic institutions. Thus, the relationship
between development, democratic values, and democracy is potentially mutually
reinforcing. Almond and Verba relate democratic stability to the existence of a civic
culture and participatory attitudes. Political participation, political trust, and citizens’
involvement in political parties and social institutions are important elements of
civic culture. Accordingly, this study draws on modernization theory, Inglehart and
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Welzel’s modernization-democracy framework, and Almond and Verba’s civic
culture theory to explain the social and cultural factors influencing citizens’
orientation toward democratic values in Wasit Province, Iraq.

3. Methodology

This study is an applied, descriptive-analytical study conducted within a quantitative
research paradigm and employing a survey design. The statistical population
consisted of 1,415,034 citizens of Wasit Province, Iraq. Using Cochran’s formula, a
sample of 600 respondents was selected from different districts of the province. Data
were collected through a researcher-made questionnaire developed on the basis of
the theoretical framework and research objectives. The main variables included
participation in civil institutions, political party activity, education, employment in
the industrial and service sectors, urbanization, the weakening of traditionalism and
tribalism, and orientation toward democratic values. Democratic values were
measured through four dimensions: social tolerance, freedom of expression and
opinion, political trust, and dialogue. The variables were measured using relevant
indicators on a five-point Likert scale ranging from ‘“very low” to “very high.” The
questionnaire’s face and content validity were assessed and confirmed by university
professors and experts. Its reliability was verified using Cronbach’s alpha, with an
overall coefficient of 0.893 across 53 items, indicating a high level of internal
consistency. Data analysis was performed using SPSS 26 and LISREL 9.

4. Discussion
4-1. Description of Respondents’ Individual, Social, and Economic
Characteristics

Among the 600 respondents, 62% were male and 38% were female. The largest age
group was 31-40 years, accounting for 62% of the sample, while the smallest was
51-60 years, accounting for 9%. Regarding education, 49% had basic levels of
education, while 7% held master’s or doctoral degrees. In terms of religion, 65%
were Shiite Muslims, 22% were Sunni Muslims, 6% were Christians, and 7%
belonged to other religious groups.

4-2. Description and Comparison of Mean Scores

The findings indicated moderate levels across most of the research variables. The
mean scores were 3.46 for social tolerance, 3.40 for freedom of expression and
opinion, 3.37 for political trust, and 3.08 for dialogue. Analysis of variance
(ANOVA) revealed statistically significant differences among the districts of Wasit
Province across all examined variables (p < 0.05). Urban residents generally
demonstrated  higher levels of education, civil and political participation,
employment, social tolerance, freedom of expression, and dialogue than rural
residents, whereas rural residents reported higher levels of political trust.
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4-3. Inferential Analysis and Hypothesis Testing

Regression analysis provided statistical support for the overall research hypothesis
(p < 0.001). Political party activity (B = 0.164), civil institution activity (B = 0.182),
and the weakening of traditionalism and tribalism (B = 0.121) were positively and
significantly associated with democratic values. The regression model explained
34.1% of the variance in the level of orientation toward democratic values.

5. Conclusion

This study examined citizens’ orientation toward democratic values in Wasit
Province, Iraq, with particular attention to the social, political, cultural, and
economic factors associated with this orientation. The findings demonstrated that
democratic orientations are influenced by a combination of interrelated social,
political, cultural, and economic factors. Political party activity, participation in civil
institutions, employment in the industrial and service sectors, education,
urbanization, and the weakening of traditional and tribal affiliations were
significantly associated with stronger orientations toward democratic values.

The results also indicated that participation in civil institutions and political
parties was associated with democratic orientations through the mediating role of the
weakening of traditionalism and tribalism. These findings are consistent with
previous studies, including those by Eiver and Rad, Owen, Samiei Esfahani et al.,
and Bashirian et al., which found significant relationships between modernization,
political participation, the weakening of tribalism, and democratic orientations.

The findings support Lipset’s moderization theory, which emphasizes
economic development, urbanization, education, employment, and civil and political
institutions as important social and structural conditions conducive to democracy.
They also correspond with Inglehart and Welzel’s view that socioeconomic
modernization promotes self-expression values, including freedom, tolerance, and
political participation. The findings are also broadly consistent with Almond and
Verba’s emphasis on civic culture, political participation, and engagement with
social and political institutions as foundations of democratic orientations.

The policy implications of the findings are particularly relevant to Wasit
Province. ~ Strengthening  educational — opportunities, employment, civil  society,
political ~ participation, and urban  development, while reducing excessive
dependence on traditional and tribal affiliations in political and institutional affairs,
can contribute to strengthening democratic values and creating more favorable
conditions for democratic culture and participation in Wasit Province and Iraq more
broadly.
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